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which you talk about with Hajeb-ed-Doulet, whenever he
comes to the prison, and why does he refuse you so em-
phatically?' He said: 'I ask and plead with him to sen-
tence me to death. I tell him: I am an old man, I am of
no good to the world. I want to bathe my body in blood
for the sake of Baha-Ullah. Please, please, I beg you to
do something for me. Is this too much of a favor that I
ask of you ? Are you not kind enough to fulfill this last
wish of an old man ? Praise be to God that you are an
influential person. But he does not listen to me and
answers me loudly in the manner you have all heard/ "

8. Abdul Baha Confounds the Mullahs in the Mosque

Mirza Abul Fazl was giving us a graphic description
of another prison scene, and he had just reached its climax
when the door opened and the Master entered. Ap-
parently he felt well and in a happy mood. He told us
that last Friday he had gone to the Mosque of Sidi Jabar.
There were many Mullahs present. One of them was
chanting the verses of the Koran, while another was
addressing the people. Abdul Baha could hear neither,
so he addressed the one who was speaking, "What art
thou doing? Hast thou not heard the saying of Moham-
med, that when El Koran is read everyone must listen ?"
The man turned red and was ashamed and all the other
Mullahs looked at each other wonderingly.

9. Story of Mullah Sadek, the Fanatical Sheik

Then he related another story: During the early years
of his arrival in Acca, he was one night invited to a feast,
where, for the edification of the guests, El Koran was
being chanted by a very good singer. The Mohammedans
having forgotten their reverence for Holy things, and